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whom were seen in dispensin’, 874 among the peasantry, and 126 in private 
practice. Among the peasant class 77.5 per cent, were affected ; among the 
dispensary cases, as might be expected, a somewhat higher proportion was 
found—83.8 per cent., while 60.3 per cent, were affected among the children 
seen in private practice. The age varied from three months to two years. 

Bad hygiene of the surroundings did not seem to influence the occurrence 
of the disease to any appreciable degree; nor could the author show that 
there was any close connection between rickets and syphilis. Gastro-intes- 
tinal derangements seemed to play the most important role. 
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Olut Kombool in Dysmenorrlicea —Dr. B. M. Sircar recommends the 
fresh, viscid sap from the Abroma Augustum, of the natural order Bythne- 
racea, which is a large, spreading shrub found in the non-tropical parts ot 
India. The medicine [amount not stated] is used for two days before, dur¬ 
ing the flow, and for two days after the cessation of the menses. A single 
administration during the menses generally cures the disease and brings on 
conception in young married women. The remedy is efficacious in both the 
congestive and neuralgic forms of dysraenorrhooa. but it has no action upon 
the mechanical variety nor on organic lesions of the uterus. Forty years’ 
experience with the remedy is the basis of the author's confidence .—Indian 
Medical Gazette , 1900, No. 5, p. 172. 

The Physiological Properties of the Nitrites— M. Edmond Fiquet has 
been impressed with the fact that the group CO,H, when substituted for H 
in an organic molecule, has the property of diminishing the toxicity of the 
primitive body. It has been demonstrated that hydration and oxidation 
which take place in a living molecule give rise to products of disassimila- 
tion, named leucomaines, and a3 when, in consequence of a partial arrest of 
hydration and oxidation, these are poorer in oxygen, they become more toxic 
and resemble ptomaines. If we introduce a carboxyl group the molecule 
becomes more oxygenated, and consequently less toxic. By the action of 
sodium cyanacetate or cyauacetic acid on benzylic aldehyde and oxybenzylic 
aldehyde various nitrites are formed. Acetic nitrite, however, is obtained 
from the distillation of cyanacetic acid. Acetonitrite, cyanacetic acid, cin¬ 
namic nitrite, and a-cyanacinnatnic acid have been employed. These experi¬ 
ments resulted as follows: (1) Acetonitrite is much less toxic than is gener¬ 
ally supposed; but in general the higher nitrites are very toxic, acting upon 
the organism as do ptomaines. They dilate the pupil, which, however, con- 
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variety of fluid and semi-fluid food may be given, even in the early stages, 
with decided benefit More food than generally given is not needed, but a 
greater variety. For the first ten or twenty days food should be given spar¬ 
ingly, lest a residue, decomposing, may increase the fever. Patients are 
better nourished by a variety of food in small quantities than by larger 
amounts of a single article. The rule is to give the minimum of food that 
will sustain the patient. Temperature may fall as a result of diminishing 
the food in the early stage, when vitality is still unimpaired, and later a like 
result follows a more liberal diet in a less diluted form. Temperature within 
one degree of normal often continues until a more nutritious, semi-solid 
diet is given. Following are recommended articles of diet: milk, broths, 
soft-boiled eggs, junket, custard, soft part of raw oysters, sago, tapioca, corn¬ 
starch, animal jellies. Any rise of temperature above the usual range should 
cause careful scrutiny of diet among other possible factors. Mental condi¬ 
tion excluded, increased fever, if there be abdomiual fulness, is probably due 
to undigested food. If distention be absent, fecal absorption is occurring. 
If repeated, and sweating be also present, Beptic absorption from ulcers is 
the probable cause. If milk disagrees markedly the percentage of casein 
can be diminished by allowing the milk to stand in a cool place for five 
hours. Pour off the upper half for use, and restore the original bulk by 
water. Specks of undigested curds in movements require this procedure. 
Acid eructations showing the presence of too much fat demand the use of 
partially skimmed milk. Coffee may be added to the milk to relieve monot¬ 
ony ; in addition it acts as a cardiac stimulant —International Medical Maga¬ 
zine, 1900, No. 4, p. 244. 

The Treatment of Pneumonia.— Db. Nathan Raw remarks that patients 
are more often damaged than helped by the promiscuous drugging which 
they receive in this disease. At the outset three to five grains of calomel, 
followed by a saline every three or four hours, with which two grains of 
quinine are included, is beneficial. The ice-bag, or even a mustard and flax- 
seed poultice, may be indicated for pain. To digitalis much has been attrib¬ 
uted, but on the whole it has not been a success. If the heart's action 
becomes very rapid, with a quick and irregular soft pulse, it sometimes 
does good when given in large doses, say fifteen or twenty minims of the 
tincture every two hours until two drachms are taken, or digitalin hypoder- 
matically, one-thirtieth to one-twentieth of a grain, has a marked temporary 
effect in tiding over the patient during a critical period. Ten grains of 
chloral with four drachms of the infusion every four hours gives the patient 
much relief from delirium and sleeplessness. Objection is made to antipy¬ 
retics, although sponging the surface with ice-water is recommended. Am¬ 
monium carbonate acts as a stimulant and expectorant, but readily disturbs 
digestion, and must then be discontinued. In progressive cardiac failure 
brandy in from six to twelve ounces every twenty-four hours is indicated. 
In many instances alcohol in any form is not required. Strychnine is a 
most valuable cardiac tonic, and given hypodermatically in doses of one- 
twentieth or even one-twelfth of a grain will sometimes have a miraculous 
effect upon the heart His experience with oxygen has not been, on the 
whole, good. The prophecy is made that the treatment of the future will be 



